Pentecost Sunday
May 24, 2026

Today we are celebrating the Feast of Pentecost. For Christians, it means the 50th day after Easter. Pentecost has rightly been called the birthday of the church. It is also the beginning of a covenant, the new covenant between God and the whole human family. It had been signed by Jesus with His own blood on the Cross, but came into force on this day with the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles. The Holy Spirit came upon the Disciples in the form of the wind and tongues of fire.
The fruit of the Spirit brings to a person forgiveness. In St. John’s Gospel it says, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Those whose sins you forgive they are forgiven, those who sins you retain, they are retained. The Holy Spirit brings peace and joy to the heart of man. If we see St. Paul’s letter to the Christians of Galatians, it says, “Love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and 
self- control are the gifts which the Holy Spirit gives to us.”
The Holy Spirit acts powerfully and freely in our lives. The Holy Spirit gives new life for us and cleanses man’s heart from the stain of sin. It sheds its light on us, enabling us to discover God’s plans for us. It kindles love in the heart of man; love for God and for all humanity.
It brings us into god’s own family by communicating to us God’s own life. No human power can resist the Holy Spirit. No amount of opposition will prevent him from leading us into salvation.
Jesus will never abandon the Christian community, the church, as the family of God the Body of Christ that it is; we have the solemn promise of Jesus for it.  I am with you always, till the end of time (Mt.28; 20). St. Paul says “since the spirit is our life, let us allow ourselves to be led by the spirit (Gal. 5; 25).
In the first reading we see the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. In Baptism we all receive the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we understand all peoples feeling and situations even though they speak different languages because of the Holy Spirit.
In the second reading, St. Paul says to the Corinthians people that no one can say; ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Each and every Christian is called to contribute to the welfare and growth of the Christian community.



Therefore, we need to use special gifts gently given us by the spirit to serve all other members of the community of humankind. They happen whenever we cooperate with God’s inspiration to bring peace and to unify our parish, to do good deeds, to help a needy neighbor, to think kindly thoughts of others, or to allow God to forgive our sins.
My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, as we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, let us pray that the Lord may once again fill us with the Holy Spirit. Let us repeat Cardinal Newman’s favorite little prayer, 
“Come Holy Spirit: 
Come Holy Spirit 
Make our ears to hear 
Make our eyes to see 
Make our mouths to speak 
Make our hearts to seek 
Make our hands to reach out 
And touch the world with your love.  AMEN.”


