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The word “Epiphany” means appearance, manifestation or showing forth. God manifested Himself through different people in different ways. The angels revealed Jesus to the shepherds, and the Star revealed Him to the Magi. Later, God the Father revealed Jesus's identity as His beloved Son at His baptism in the River Jordan.  In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus revealed Himself as the promised Messiah. These multiple revelations are all suggested by the Feast of the Epiphany.
Today’s first reading from Isaiah mentions non-Jews bringing gifts of homage to the God of Israel. The passage also celebrates the divine light emanating from Jerusalem.  It foresees all the nations acknowledging and enjoying the light of the God of Israel and walking by it.
Today’s Gospel teaches us how Christ enriches those who bring Him their hearts. Since the Magi came with joy in their hearts to visit the Christ Child, God allowed them to see wondrous things.
There were three Magi, also known as the three kings: Casper, Balthazar, and Melchior. They visited Jesus and offered three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to the Child.
These gifts have different meaning in the life of Jesus—gold, frankincense and myrrh may be thought of as prophesying for Jesus’s future. Gold was a gift for kings; frankincense, an ancient air purifier and perfume, was offered to God in Temple worship; and myrrh, an oriental remedy for intestinal worms in infants, was used by the High Priest as an anointing oil and to prepare bodies for burial
The Epiphany can be looked on as a symbol for our pilgrimage through life to Christ.   The feast invites us to see ourselves as images of the Magi, a people on a journey to Christ.
Today’s Gospel also tells us the story of the magi’s encounter with the evil King Herod.   This encounter symbolizes three reactions to Jesus’ birth:  hatred, indifference, and adoration. For hatred, a group of people headed by Herod planned to destroy Jesus.   Another group composed of priests and scribes indifferently ignored Jesus. 
The members of the third group -- shepherds and the magi -- adored Jesus and offered themselves to Him.
Let us make sure that we belong to the third group by worshipping Jesus at Mass with the gold of our love, the myrrh of our humility and the frankincense of our adoration.  Let us offer our very selves, promising God that we will use His blessings to do good to our fellow men, and by choosing a better path for our lives. Just as the Magi chose another route to return to their home, let us choose a better way of life by abstaining from proud and impure thoughts, evil habits and selfish behavior, instead actively doing acts of charity.
Like the Magi, let us offer Jesus our gifts on this feast of Epiphany. The first gift might be friendship with God. The second gift might be friendship with others, expressed by encouraging them with our visits and helping them in their needs. A third gift might be the gift of reconciliation—this is the gift of repairing damaged relationships in and outside our families. The fourth gift of this season is the gift of peace—seeking God’s peace in our own lives through prayer, sacramental life and daily meditation on the Word of God.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I could give a Lamb.
If I were a wise man, I could do my part.
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