Easter Sunday
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My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, we frequently repeat the word Alleluia, which means “Praise God”. Today’s Catholic Church sings with joy, “The Lord has risen from the dead, Alleluia!”  Easter is the greatest and most important feast in the Church. We are celebrating Easter for three reasons.
First, the resurrection of Christ is the basis of our Christian faith. St. Paul writes in his letter to the Corinthians, “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain; and your faith is in vain…  And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is in vain; you are still in your sins.  But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep”. If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, then the Church is a fraud and faith is a sham. But if He really did rise from the dead, His message is true! Without the Resurrection, Jesus would have remained forever a good person who met a tragic end. All the basic doctrines of Christianity are founded on the truth of the Resurrection.   Jesus is Lord, He is risen. “For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is the Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved”  was the central theme of the kerygma (or 'preaching') of the apostles.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Second, Easter is the guarantee of our own resurrection.  Jesus assured Martha at the tomb of Lazarus, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in Me will live even though he dies”. Christ will raise us up on the last day, but it is also true, in a sense, that we have already risen with Christ.  By virtue of the Holy Spirit, our Christian life is already a participation in the death and Resurrection of Christ. 
Third, Easter is the feast which gives us hope and encouragement not to fear or worry of anything because the Risen Christ is with us.  The prayer of St. Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland reads, “Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ within me, never to part.” 
In the first reading, St. Peter shares his own experience of Christ’s resurrection and its joy with the newly baptized members of Cornelius’s family.
In the second reading, St. Paul bears witness to his experience of the risen Lord on the Damascus road which converted him from a persecuting Pharisee to a zealous apostle of Jesus.
Today’s Gospel explains the empty-tomb Resurrection experience of Mary Magdalene, Peter and John. Mary Magdalene proclaims her personal experience, “I have seen the Lord.” 
 What is the message we receive from Easter? Easter gives us the joyful message that we are a “Resurrection People.” We need to avoid thinking of bad desires and corresponding actions in our lives. Instead, we are expected to live a joyful and peaceful life, constantly experiencing the real presence of the resurrected Lord in all the events of our lives.  “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad”.
In short, the message of Easter is that nothing can destroy us – not pain, sin, rejection or death – because Christ has conquered all these, and we too can conquer them if we put our faith in Him.  

