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Today, we are celebrating the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord. Jesus Christ met several times with His disciples during the 40 days after His resurrection to instruct them on how to carry out His teachings. The purpose of the Feast is not only to celebrate Jesus’s entrance into His glory but to celebrate the entrance of the Church’s own children as well, since all are called to share, and many already are, in the very glory of Jesus. 
In the Creed we say “He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father”. Heaven is neither above nor below; Heaven means to be with God, and the way to be with God is not climbing high up into the sky or going anywhere else. Hence Jesus commands in Matthew’s Gospel, “Go therefore, make disciples of all nations, baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you.”
The Ascension of Jesus marks the end of Jesus’s earthly life and at the same time it marks the beginning of His Heavenly life. It is also the pledge of His Second Coming.
It is symbolic of the Messiah’s triumph over the devil when He opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. The Ascension is the culmination of the Resurrection of Jesus. It is the perfect end of the glorification of Jesus’s earthly life. It implies Jesus’s humanity is being taken into Heaven. “Jesus who has gone into Heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to Him.”
The Ascension Feast is a joyous, hopeful event and an encouragement to each one of us. We praise Him for having called everyone to share the life of the Son already on earth and to inherit His very glory in Heaven. We rejoice leading our bothers to salvation. We are grateful that Jesus is in our midst at all times; giving us the light and the strength we need to carry out His task. We rejoice because this same Jesus will come back. When He does, He will lead us into a double glory; we shall rejoice at the fruit of the harvest which will be both His and ours.
So deep are the roots of our joy on this Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ into Heaven! He is in our midst, rendering us His light and His help that we may not fail in our task; He is leading us along the path to our own glory. Soon, very soon, He will manifest Himself to us as He is, and His glory will be ours forever.
It was because of the Ascension of Jesus that the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples. Jesus Himself said, “It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you, but if I go, I will send Him to you”. It is the ascended Christ who, today, is the energy of all church powers, the witness of all church purity, the vitality of all church’s life. He lives, and therefore, there is a Christian community on the face of the earth. He lives, and therefore, it will never die.
My brothers and sisters, the Lord who ascended into Heaven has given us a task- to pattern our lives upon His teachings and to complete the task of spreading His name and His message to all the people of the world. May the Lord’s Spirit who abides with us, help us in this great task. 
Let our hearts be joyful and our hopes strong for we are confident that God continues to give us His protection from all evils and unnecessary worries as we work for His kingdom on earth while awaiting our Master’s return in glory.


